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Sponsors 
The help of the following sponsors is warmly acknowledged. 
 

Main Sponsors 

 

IMPETUS Program 
German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research 

 

Thermal State of Permafrost Norway 
 

 

Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and 
Marine Research, Potsdam, Germany 

 
 

Foreword 

 
PYRN’s second meeting for National Representatives was held at the Otto Schmidt 
Laboratory (OSL) for Polar and Marine Research hosted at the State Research Centre 
for Arctic and Antarctic Research (AARI) in St Petersburg, Russia. The meeting was 
held in conjunction to the IMPETUS 2007-OSL-APECS-PYRN Training Workshop 
on Permafrost Research Methods which was organised by OSL, AARI, the 
Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) and PYRN. 
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1. Report on previous actions – progress since the Abisko Meeting 
 

1.1 Website 
 
PYRN’s new website is now launched in collaboration with the World Association of 
Young Scientists (WAYS) at http://pyrn.ways.org or http://www.pyrn.org. The 
website is hosted by the World Association of Young Scientists on its servers. All 
members are now able to post pictures, blogs, comments, discuss science interactively 
on the web. In addition, the services provided on the web site are improved and more 
accessible, for example the member list and bibliography are now searchable. New 
features also include image galleries etc. A blog will soon be posted on the web site 
that will describe all new features in detail. 
 
1.2 List of senior scientists 
 
PYRN’s National Representatives (in most countries) have compiled lists of senior 
scientists involved in permafrost research. These lists were a request many times 
formulated by PYRN members and are now available on the new web site 
(www.pyrn.ways.org/senior). The senior scientists will be contacted to inform them 
that the list is actually uploaded on the PYRN web site and in addition the senior 
scientists that have agreed to receive the PYRN Newsletter will start to receive this 
from mid December. 
 
1.3 NICOP  
 
The Ninth International Conference on Permafrost (NICOP) will take place in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, USA 29 June – 3 July, 2008. NICOP presents excellent 
opportunities for young researchers, and PYRN is developing activities/events to 
enhance our visibility as a group and facilitate individual participation for our 
membership. Five PYRN members (Andrew Balser, Daniel Fortier, Oliver 
Frauenfeld, Guido Grosse and Katey Walter) are working close to the NICOP Local 
Organizing Committee (LOC) to help plan and schedule PYRN activities in 
conjunction to NICOP. Examples of activities planned are: 

- PYRN Social & Mixer Tuesday, July 1 ~6:30PM (probably at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks Campus Pub) 

- PYRN Award 
- Field Trip Volunteers 
- PYRN Panel Discussion Careers in Permafrost Science: Research and 

Trajectories Since the 1950s (tentatively) Tuesday, July 1, afternoon session 
- PYRN National Representatives Meeting (UAF campus: room and time TBA)  

Further details can be found in Appendix 3 and also at www.pyrn.org in a blog posted 
by Andrew Balser. 

- PYRN excursion: more to come  
- Shared accommodation in Fairbanks: A blog will be created by Michel Avian to 

address this issue on the website. 
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1.4 Sponsorship 
A list of possible sponsors have been compiled by R. Melo, H. Juliussen and T. 
Sueyoshi. Jan-Christoph Otto has offered to help with the fundraising. We will build 
an informal committee made of the coordinators and a few other volunteers to 
coordinate actions. We have decided not to request sponsorship through mass mailing 
but rather to target potential sources and to apply to them. 
 

1.5 Special issue 
 
Tim Haltigin, NR Canada, has been in touch with Antoni Lewkowicz and Charles 
Harris (Editor and Associated Editor of Permafrost and Periglacial Process) who has 
agreed on having a PYRN special issue of PPP. They suggest PPP 20(2) which will be 
printed in spring 2009. This means that papers need to be submitted by September 30, 
2008. A typical issue of PPP is about 100 printed pages. A typical paper length is 12-
15 printed pages meaning approximately about 8 or 9 articles. Submissions will be 
subject to normal review procedures. We will aim to make this special issue   
multidisciplinary and we will soon approach the PYRN community to ask for 
abstracts to know what is actually in the pipeline to be submitted by summer next 
year. Tim and Margareta should prepare an announcement and also come up with 
suggestions for the selection procedure within two weeks and circulate it among the 
PYRN NRs for comments. The announcement should then go out to the whole PYRN 
community in the beginning of January. 

 
1.6 National Representatives 
 
The list of National Representatives was revisited and a need for further assistans in 
Russia was identified. It was suggested that Sebastian Wetterich (based at the Alfred 
Wegener Institute in Potsdam, but at the moment working in Russia), shoud become 
the new NR for Russia, helping the existing NRs with the great task of compiling a 
list of senior scientists in Russia.  

 

2 Constitution 
A suggestion for the PYRN constitution has been drafted an was discussed during this 
meeting. PYRN will be run and maintained by an executive committee that consists of 
at least five members and will include: 

- Co-ordinator(s) – Hugues Lantuit, Germany, Margareta Johansson, Sweden, 
Oliver Frauenfeld, USA 

- Newsletter Officer – Frida Keuper, NR the Netherlands 
- Financial & fundraising officer –Jan-Christoph Otto, NR Germany (pending 

acceptation) together with Raquel Melo and Michael Avian 
- Projects Co-ordinator – Cecile Menard, NR UK 
- Communications officer – to be decided 
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More information on the draft constitution can obtained on PYRN’s web site 
http://pyrn.ways.org/about-pyrn/constitution. 
 

3 Projects  
3.1 PYRN drilling 
 
In order to get a better understanding of the fate of permafrost, and to better be able to 
project the future impacts of thawing permafrost, the International Permafrost 
Association launched an International Polar Year (IPY)- project “Thermal State of 
Permafrost” (TSP) that uses standardized methods to record permafrost temperature. 
The project aims to develop a spatially distributed set of observations on past and 
present status of permafrost temperatures. It consists of a series of observatories 
where holes are drilled into the permafrost and instrumented with temperature 
sensors, with the purpose of providing a global snapshot of ground temperatures in 
permafrost regions. The PYRN drilling project (PYRN-TSP) aims to provide young 
scientists with the means to conduct ground temperature monitoring in permafrost 
areas that currently are under-investigated, using the same methods developed for the 
IPY TSP-project. Data collected by PYRN-TSP will feed into the global IPY-TSP 
database. One application has been sent in for the Nordic countries, to the Nordic 
Council to conduct drillings in Norway, Sweden, Finland and Svalbard which is still 
pending. Similar initiatives in other regions are being developed. 
 
3.2 PALIMMN  
 
Pan-Arctic Lake-Ice Methane Monitoring Network (PALIMMN) is a project that 
investigates how much methane is bubbling out of lakes. This methane is so far 
unaccounted for in climate change models and it is therefore important to increase our 
knowledge in this topic. The method used when monitoring the methane bubbles has 
been developed in Siberia and Alaska and hence so far most information available in 
this topics are from these areas. This is however a pan-arctic project and the project 
co-ordinator Katey Walter is now inviting PYRN members to become a part of this 
international network of researchers and compare what is happening in lakes near 
your research sites to those already investigated. The data you collect will be publicly 
available and used in IPY research to gain a better understanding for the diversity of 
the global methane sources. Instructions on how to build methane traps and protocols 
on how to do the monitoring will be made  available on the pyrn website. For further 
information please contact Katey Walter (ftkmw1@uaf.edu ). 
 
3.3 Russian literature – an unaccessible treasure 
 
There is almost an infinite number of important Russian publications in the field of 
permafrost, but these are in general unaccessible to the permafrost community as a 
whole. Some litterature is translated into english and made available, some litterature 
is translated to english but unavailable because it might be hidden in some archieve, 
and the majority of the publications are only published in Russia and hence not 
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generally accissible. Pablo Wainstein, NR Canada, brought up the idea that PYRN 
could try to help in the progress of making important Russian litterature more easily 
available. Pablo will take the lead on this activity and will start the process by 
identifying: 
 

1) What initiatives with the aim of making Russian literature in the field of 
permafrost more easily available exist? How can we collaborate? 

2) Translated publications and create a meta-database of these (alternatively 
building on and adding to already existing meta-databases). The list should 
contain the reference and either a link to the real publications or a contact to 
where to access the publication or to a contact person. 

3) If we can obtain any funds for this work, we would ideally identify some key 
publications (maybe building on the list presented by Prof. Oleg Anisimov) in 
permafrost and translate those into English. 

 
3.4 PYRN-Bib 
 
PYRN-Bib is our first “finished” product. It now has over 300 citations but could gain 
by incorporating much more. It should be featured in every report we produce and 
spread out in the community. 
The integration in the website is on its way and will be pursued by Hugues and Guido 
 

4. Next steps and deadlines - summary 
 

What? Whom? When 
Compose announcement 
of PYRN special issue, 
formulate a selection 
procedure, distribute 
among NRs 

Tim and Margareta Before Christmas 

Send out announcement of 
PYRN special issue to all 
PYRN members 

Tim and Margareta 10 January 2008 

Promote involvement in 
Canada (meeting?) and 
talk to IPA Canada 

Pablo and Tim NA 

Establish list of Russian 
scientists 

Sebastian and Russian 
committee 

29th February 2008 

Russian literature project Pablo, Cecile and Hugues NA 
Update list of Senior 
Scientists 

All NRs 1 February 2008 

Develop PYRN-TSP 
meta-database and 
database 

Hugues and Margareta 1 April 2008 

Coordinate PYRN-TSP 
initiatives from different 

Cecile NA 
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regions (already existing 
as well as new drilling) 
Identify few key 
organisations and seek 
funding for PYRN day to 
day basis 

Jan-Christoph Otto 
Hugues 
Margareta 

Spring 2008 

Seek funding to participate 
in NICOP 

All NRs Spring 2008 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix A – List of participants 
 
 Name Country Institution 
1 Michael Avian Austria Graz University of Technology 
2 Margareta 

Johansson 
Sweden Lund University / Abisko Scientific 

Research Station 
3 Håvard Juliussen Norway UNIS, Svalbard 
4 Frida Keuper Netherlands Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam 
5 Hugues Lantuit Germany AlfredWegener Institute, Potsdam 
6 Roy Shirocov Russia Earth Cryosphere institute SB RAS, 

Moscow department 
7 David Tomé Spain Universidad de Alcalá de Henares (UAH) 
8 Pablo Wainstein Canada University of Calgary 
9 Katey Walter USA University of Alaska Fairbanks 
10 Sebastian Wetterich Russia/ 

Germany 
Alfred Wegener Institute, Potsdam 
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Appendix B – Programme 

 

 

1 Report on previous actions - outcomes of the Abisko NR 
Meeting(Hugues) 

1.1 Website 
1.2 List of senior scientists 
1.3 NICOP (see below) 
1.4 Sponsorship (Total?) 
1.5 Special issue 

 
2 National Representatives 

 
3 Constitution (Hugues) 
3.1 New executive committee 
3.1.1 Projects 
3.1.2 Newsletter 
3.1.3 Others 

 
4 Projects  
4.1 PYRN drilling (Margareta) 
4.2 PALIMMN (Katey) 
4.3 IP3 
 
5 NICOP (Daniel) 
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Dear PYRN Members,  
 
As you know, the Ninth International Conference on Permafrost (NICOP) will 
take place in Fairbanks, Alaska, USA 29 June – 3 July, 2008. NICOP presents 
excellent opportunities for young researchers, and PYRN is developing 
activities/events to enhance our visibility as a group and facilitate individual 
participation for our membership. Here is a list of what we’re planning, with more 
detailed synopses below:  
 
 
1) PYRN Social & Mixer, Tuesday, July 1 ~6:30PM (probably at the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks Campus Pub) 
2) PYRN Award 
3) Field Trip Volunteers 
4) PYRN Panel Discussion - Careers in Permafrost Science: Research and 
Trajectories Since the 1950s  (tentatively) Tuesday, July 1, afternoon session 
5) PYRN National Representatives Meeting (UAF campus: room and time TBA)  
 
There are currently five PYRN members interacting with the NICOP Local 
Organizing Committee (LOC) to help plan and schedule these activities. If you 
have any questions or would like to participate in planning/running any of these 
events, we would like to hear from you.  
 
We are: 
Andrew Balser (UAF) andrew.balser at uaf.edu 
Daniel Fortier (UAF) ffdf at uaf.edu 
Oliver Frauenfeld (UC Boulder) oliverf at colorado.edu 
Guido Grosse (UAF) ggrosse at gi.alaska.edu 
Katey Walter (UAF) ftkmw1 at uaf.edu 
 
_________________________ 
1) PYRN Social & Mixer  
Tuesday, July 1, 2008, ~6:30PM, UAF Campus Pub 
Here is a chance to meet researchers from around the world – young and senior 
alike. Get to know people from far and wide, or catch up with friends you haven’t 
seen in a while. ICOPs only happen every five years – it’s a great reason to 
celebrate. Beer and wine will be available, and the company will be first rate – 
after all, it’s a PYRN event. (The UAF Pub is central to the Conference venue at 
UAF; within walking distance for those staying on or near campus).  
 
2) PYRN Award 
PYRN members are doing incredible research on a broad spectrum of topics, and 
the PYRN Award will provide additional visibility, recognition and funds to the 
best submission by a Young Researcher. To be considered, you must complete the 
PYRN Award submission form through the NICOP registration page before 
September 1, 2007. (http://www.nicop.org/pyrn.html) 
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3) Field Trip Volunteers 
There are currently seven extended field trips scheduled immediately before/after 
NICOP – six in Alaska and the Yukon Territory, and one in Colorado. In addition, 
there are a number of local field trips planned during the conference. These are 
good opportunities to volunteer, and to interact with other researchers in the field. 
Each trip is being organized by a specific trip leader, and these leaders will decide 
what opportunities exist for volunteer roles. The NICOP website has information 
on each trip, and contact information for the trip leaders 
(http://www.nicop.org/fieldtrips.html). Since the trips are planned separately, trip 
leaders should be contacted individually to inquire about possible volunteer roles. 
We can help by providing additional context and background on PYRN, 
introducing potential volunteers to trip leaders, and possibly by exploring options 
to handle costs that may arise. If you would like assistance in making an inquiry, 
please feel free to contact us. 
 
4) PYRN Panel Discussion  
Careers in Permafrost Science: Research and Trajectories from IGY to IPY (1957 
– 2007)  
Tuesday, July 1, afternoon session (schedule is tentative) 
One of PYRN’s primary functions is to help early career scientists and students 
better interact with their colleagues and with senior scientists. The purpose of this 
panel is to ‘break the ice’ and help generate conversation among those who know 
the field best: senior scientists, and those who could benefit most from their 
experience and perspective: young researchers and students. The panel will 
consist of 4 to 6 senior scientists, with careers ranging back to (hopefully) the 
1950s. We’ll use their past and current research as a platform to explore 
permafrost science overall, and how past trends have influenced current 
trajectories. We plan to include presentations by panelists as well as an ample 
question and answer period. This panel, coupled with the PYRN social event, will 
help foster interactions early during the conference so PYRN members can follow 
up and expand on these contacts throughout the conference. 
 
5) PYRN National Representatives Meeting  
Time/Date to be determined 
PYRN will be two and a half years old at NICOP - Join us to shape PYRN’s 
future. 
We will meet to discuss the process of PYRN’s creation, to review its activities 
since inception, and to set the orientation for the next five years. PYRN has now 
reached a critical size (over 350 members) and we need to refine the scope of the 
network, its role in permafrost science and its relations to other young researcher 
activities initiated for the IPY. 
 
More announcements will follow through the year as NICOP plans take shape.  
 
Regards, 
Andrew  
 


